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Investigations and discoveries at “Dausdava- 
-Helis” - the spiritual and political center 
of the Northern Thracians from 1st millennium 
BC in the Sboryanovo National Reserve 
(Bulgaria)

Abstract
The systematic interdisciplinary investigations of the 
remarkable agglomeration of archaeological sites on the 
area of Sboryanovo in NE Bulgaria led to the discovery of 
the most important religious and political center of the 
Northern Thracians- the Getae, identified as Dausdava 
(“The City of the Wolves”) with the Hellenistic polis Helis 
situated in its center. Excavations of the Hellenistic 
necropolises contributed to the reconstruction of the 
specific burial rites of “immortalization” of the Getae, to 
the discovery of two royal Getic burials and of new data 
about the cultural and political relations of the Getae 
with their contemporary Celtic, North European and 
Mediterranean world.

Prof. Diana Gergova (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, 
Sofia)
Senior research fellow and scientific secretary of 
the National archaeological institute with Museum-
Bulgarian Academy of Science. Аuthor of 6 books and 
over 200 articles on the problems of the Thracian culture 
and religion, comparative studies, cultural heritage 
etc., leader of the excavations of the prehistoric tell of 
Dyadovo, South Bulgaria.


