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Abstract:

The lecture will introduce the first results of an interdisciplinary
excavation project of a multiphase Late Bronze Age cult building
inthe Lapus-Valley in northwestern Romania. The well-known site - hitherto known as a tumulus
necropolis - can now be seen in a different light. A new type of building was uncovered with
a complex stratigraphy that offers an insight into intricate ritual behavior. A crucial aspect of
the rituals revealed in the archaeological record of this site, were deposits of feasting activities,
presumably for a larger group of people. They were found in the immediate vicinity of the multi-
phased cult building and other similarly structured mounds, as could be recognized as a result
of geomagnetic surveys. The talk will introduce the results of archaeological as well as natural
science analyses and will illustrate far ranging connections of the Late Bronze Age community
of Lapus.
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