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A key region within the Balkan migration in the 6th and early 
5th Millennium cal BC. New research results (lecture)

Clayscapes. Pottery in masses?
The Neolithic of Europe – a southern perspective (seminar)

Abstracts:
A key region within the Balkan migration in the 6th and early 5th Millennium cal BC.
New research results 
The talk gives account on early sedentary lifeways in an area that seems to have had a key role 
in spreading while rephrasing the Neolithic lifeways from the Balkans to Central Europe in the 
6th to the early 5th millennium cal BC. Based on new research in the south western Carpathian 
basin, I am giving an outline of contacts, cultural impact and migration in the South Hungarian 
Danube flood plain and its adjacent hills in Transdanubia. In order to trace back some of the 
cultural, social and sometimes shocking demographic changes, resilience and coping practices 
for over the roughly 1500 years, the newly found archaeological record is supplemented 
by geoarchaeological, zooarchaeological, osteological, aDNA and stable isotope analyses, 
a palaeopathological investigation, and precise radiocarbon dating evaluated with Bayesian 
statistics. Completed with some information about the divided east and west European 
research for four decades after WWII, the talk also gives an outlook of the topic involving 
completely integrated analyses of natural and social sciences – towards an archaeology of the 
21st century.
Clayscapes. Pottery in masses? The Neolithic of Europe – a southern perspective
The seminar, planned to be interactive and counting on the questions, comments and reactions 
of the participants, discusses the basic differences between the quantity of features and finds 
from the northern and the south eastern part of the European Neolithic. Connected to this, the 
challenges and tasks to proceed with a vast amount of pottery finds will also be set in focus.
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