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Visiting professor, Dr. Athanasios Sideris is a Classical 
archaeologist who studied in Prague, Paris, and Dijon. 
His field of interests encompasses the Greek and related 
toreutics, the economy and ecology of the Classical world, 
Phokis, and the modern reception of Antiquity. He was the 
Director of the Department of History and Archaeology in 
the Foundation of the Hellenic World in Athens. He directed 
the excavations in Halka Bunar, Bulgaria, and led a survey in 
northern Iraq. Sideris is currently the Director of the Kastrouli 
excavations, near Delphi. He is an affiliated member of the 
Institute of Classical Archaeology, Prague, a member of the 
Archaeometry Laboratory, University of the Aegean, Rhodes, 
and the Head Curator of Thrace Foundation in Sofia.

Abstract:
During the last two decades several new discoveries 
in Greece, Turkey, Bulgaria, and Russia, as well as new 
publications of earlier finds, which were hitherto inaccessible 
to scholars, have shed new light on the Greek and related 
toreutics from the Archaic through the Hellenistic periods. 
A choice of new and exceptional bronze, silver, and gold 
vases will serve as Ariadne’s thread in the labyrinth of 
technological advances, banquet customs, religious beliefs, 
intercultural relations, and political priorities, which shaped 
the luxury creations of the most unjustly neglected field of 
Greek art.


