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New perspectives on motherhood 
in later European prehistory

Abstrakt:
Motherhood includes a range of cultural choices and practices in addition to the biolog-
ical framework of sexual reproduction, which are subject to change. The ERC-Starting 
Grant funded project ‘The value of mothers to society’ investigates motherhood from 
a combined bio-archaeological and social perspective. Using case studies from the late 
Neolithic to the late Iron Age (c. 3000–15 BC) in Central Europe, we aim to deliver 
a diachronic picture of how motherhood was conceptualised in the past.
The transition to motherhood is one of the most profound changes of identity women 
experience. So far, however, there has been little research at what age women became 
mothers, how many children they had, how siblings were spaced and how families 
were composed. By relating women’s social and reproductive status, we explore social 
responses to pregnancy, birth and childrearing in the past. 
This talk will raise the question of whether taking motherhood seriously as an identity 
category, as distinct from gender, is useful for understanding wider social dynamics. It 
will also discuss how the latest results emerging from aDNA and isotope studies across 
Europe integrate in such a research framework. 
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