ARCHEOLOGICKA KOLOKVIA

Ustav archeologie a muzeologie si Vas dovoluje pozvat na prednasku:

(FREIE UNIVERSITAT BERLIN)

Near Eastern Archaeology, Prisoners of
War and German Jihad. Excavations at the
‘Halfmoon’ Camp at Wiinsdorf near Berlin
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Abstrakt:

“We Germans, our people, are the only people in the world who have planted

a monument of shame in the heart of its capital.” This quote from Bjorn Hocke,
prominent member of the right-wing party “Alternative for Germany” (AfD),
from January 2017 referred to the Holocaust Memorial in Berlin. The statement
reflects the current dynamics in a growing segment of the German population.
Originating from a deep-rooted racism that has never disappeared, such senti-
ments can once again be articulated publicly.

I will discuss several issues related to tensions in German understandings of
the past, cultural heritage and collective memory: the development of Germa-
ny’s mnemonic landscape, the consequences of an attendant amnesia concern-
ing Germany’s colonialism, and an archaeological engagement with a World
War I prisoner of war camp. That camp, including Germany’s oldest mosque,
was designed in 1915 to promote Islamist extremism and can be seen as the
first state-run terrorist training camp. The radicalization strategy of the Ger-
man Reich failed miserably. I retrace these past abuses of a religion for politi-
co-military reasons and discuss the 2015 excavations at the site of the former
prisoner camp as a case of an archaeology that deliberately intervenes in pres-
ent political disputes.

Prof. Bernbeck absolvoval na Université de Paris I/Sorbonne dé&jiny uméni
a archeologii. Ve studiich pokracoval na Freie Universitdt Berlin a Michigan
University, Ann Arbor, kde se zamé&fil na archeologii, asyriologii a etnologii.
Prof. Bernbeck ziskal doktorat na Freie Universitiat Berlin, kde 1 habilitoval.
Béhem své kariéry prednasel také na Bryn Mawr College a Binghamton Uni-
versity. Publikoval ptispévky na Sirokou Skalu témat od neolitickych komunit
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ha hlubsich z4ym1 je 1 archeologicka teorie.



