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Abstract:
By exploring how people combine and use materials we can 
understand the processes that went into creating the objects that 
come to us from antiquity. Through the use of analytical tech-
niques from the physical sciences, archaeologists can better 
understand why objects appear the way they do, where the object 
came from and what materials and processes were used to cre-
ate these objects. Examples drawn from archaeological materials 
from Mesopotamia and China will be used to illustrate how phys-
ical analysis of archaeological objects can inform us about past 
human behavior.
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