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Penny Bickle
is currently working as a lecturer at the Department of 
Archaeology, University of York. The main focus of Penny‘s 
research is Neolithic Europe. Working at the intersection 
of science and theoretical archaeology, she applies 
bioarchaeological methods to various sites and time periods to 
inform on issues of identity and social diversity. She is particularly 
interested in how we can use burial practices to uncover the social 
lives and lifeways of the earliest farmers in Europe.

Abstract:
This paper will consider the insights provided by integrating 
isotopic and other bioarchaeological methods, with the 
archaeological context, on the social organisation and diversity 
of early and middle Neolithic lifeways. Dietary isotopes speak 
to more subtle and localised distinctions of variation, against 
a backdrop of wide-spread similarity. Isotopic analysis of human 
mobility suggest the presence of distinctly gendered lifeways in 
the Neolithic. However, questions remain about how such scales 
of diversity played out in different regions and how lifeways 
changed across the social changes from the early to middle 
Neolithic. The paper will thus also discuss the emerging results 
of the project Counter Culture: investigating Neolithic social diversity 
(Arts and Humanities Research Council UK, grant number: AH/
R002622/1, 2018-2020, PI: P. Bickle), which is seeking to integrate 
existing and new isotope data with the refined radiocarbon 
chronologies now being produced for the early and middle 
Neolithic in central Europe.


